Books were primarily
found in private personal
collections, royal libraries
or located in city centers

starting in the 14th and
15th centuries

The Library of Alexandria
which contained a half
million scrolls

323 BC

Mechanical printing
press was invented

1439

THE HISTORY OF LIBRARY TRENDS

Private subscription
libraries came into
popularity in the late
18th century

Interlibrary loan was
created by U.C.
Berkley in 1894

The mass printing press
made book lending easier
in the 18th and 19th

century

19th century lending
libraries offered social
space, access, storage

and circulation

477 AD
Fire destroyed the

Imperial Library of
Constantinople

The Imperial Library of
Constantinople held 120,000

The use of paper
diffused through Europe

The Library Company
of Philadelphia,
founded by Benjamin
Franklin in the early
18th century was a

1876
The Dewey Decimal
Classification System

was created for book
organization

public lending library
based on subscribers

The Boston Public
Library was the first

The Kindle e-reader
was released in 2007
creating a revolutionary
new way of reading

The first makerspace
was created within the
Fayetteville library, NY

2011

WIFI| was invented

1999

Carnegie Libraries
offered beautiful

buildings to the public -

1,689 libraries across
the USA, 2,500 total
around the world

2013
The first fully

automated 24-hour

2009
The Little Free
Library movement

started library vending
machine was made

volumes at its height of Public Internet access

to replace the use of interests

popularity during the 4th
century AD

parchment

VIRTUAL REALITY LABS

augmented reali’q./ labs MAKERSPACES

sound mixing+ V1 D E O
p U b I 1 C DJ music studios G A M E S

digital fabrication
KITCHEN AND COOKING LABS
FULL COMMUNITY CENTERS

gardening
classes

digital tech help stations

large tax supported
library in 1854 followed
by the New York
Public Libraries later
in the 18th century

was

FUTURE LIBRARY TRENDS

ESL classes and
CAREER HELP +
PREP CLASSES
will continue to be
prominent with a

As the population
ages, accessibility
upgrades at libraries
will continue to be
important. Along
with sensory and
QUIET SPACES for
those with special
needs.

more diverse
population.

COWORKING
SPACES in
libraries may gain
in popularity as
work-from-home
continues to be
trendy.

introduced at

libraries in the late

1990’s

One Stop Public
Services like career
centers and license
centers will continue
to be adjacent or
within libraries.
Along with vendors

like COFFEE SHOPS.
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